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LAYMAN's RELIGION, 
In an affeRionate Epiſtle ro ll Mankind. 


Pſal. 3o. 3. O Lord, thou haſt brought up my ſoul from the Grave : thou 
haſt kept me alive, that I ſhould not go down 19 the Pit. 
Pſal, 6.16. Come and bear all ye that fear God, and 1 will declare what 


he hath done for my ſoul. 
A Heats, Diviſions and Animoſities, ' than the raſh and: un- 

' charitable Cenſures, which Men of differing Perſuaſions are 
apt to pals one upon another, to the.great ſcandal of: Religion, and 
encouragement of Debauchery and Immorality : So-netking:in the: | 
World can ſooner heal our Breaches, reform. our Manners, and u- 
nite us all among aur ſelves, than an impartial Scrutiny by every- 
Men into his own Heart aad Life; ſo as firſt to. give Sentence at- 
home npon himſelf, before he adventures to cenſure or judge his - 
Neighbour, | 

It is a manifeſt Truth (but a lamentable one )- That: as-the-- 
pure Love of God, and « meek Spirit have; ever ſince Man's Fall, de- 
cayed with the increaſe of Knowledge in the generality of 
Mankind.z great Knowledge not guarded with profound 
Humility , rendering Man but more like the Devil: So from the 
beginning of Chriſtianity, Pride-and Self- love: have always in a+ 
gradual Courſe joſtled out Truth and Goodveſs wherever it hath- 
been omen and turned the vital part of Religicn into Sophiftry- 
and” Diſpute , which begets Quarrels in Profeſſors about Shadaws 
and” Circumſtantials, whillt they negle&t the Subſtance-in. good Li- 
ving, thereby baniſhing Ch»iſtian Charity, to make way. for Intere#?' 
and worldly Deſign, though- under a ſpecious Vizor of Zeal for- 
Reformation. 

Now as we all agree, 'tis more ealie to know than pradtiſe ; 
ſo we muſt all allow, that when Mens Actions run counter to their 
Words, (though never ſo charming,) it renders their Advice (in a 
greeaſure) incffetual to bthers, becauſe they do: not follow 

| 4 i$- 


S there is nothing hath more occaſioned, and increaſed our 


it theniſclves.” "This madeSt. Paul fo careful of himſelf, leſt while 

he was preaching to others, he might become a Caſt-away. And 

that others might do ſo roo, he left, as a ſtanding Rule, his Advice 

toall, to have a peculiar regard to their own. inbred, and habitual 

Evil, as that Clog which hinders us all in our Chriſtian Courſe, 

Heb. 12. 1. Let us (faith he) lay aſide every weight, and the Sin which doth ſo eaſily 
beſer. #s, that we may the better run our Race after our Redeemer's 
Pattern, 

By God's Grace, I-am a Witneſs from my own Experience of 
this ſad Trurh, havirfg been a SpeCtator of the many Revolutions 
of late among us, and one of the greateſt Inſtances of the Divine 
Goodnels the preſent Age affords, for this very end, that I ſhould 
hang out my Experience, for a light to warn others from farther 
adventuring, either in a falſe Perſuaſion of Religion to ſecular 

*OViee Ph: ends, or 1n the praCtice of any known Sin: And therefore, 
loſophia Dux- 7 haye here adventured to publiſh my weak Endeavours (as a 
4 | += -rony Lay-Man's Religion)to awaken and quicken all others, whether Pro- 
vitiorumqg; fellors, or -Profane, to-leave off all farther purſuit of Shadows, and 
.Expulrrix ! to embrace the * real Subſtance, that both may forſake their ldols, 
anus dies bene and return.to-God, from whence all ſuch are fallen. 
& ex pr _—_ For though the Objeft of Men's Love and Delight may be diffe- 
Mille in pec-" rent, as the ones in extreme oppoſite-to the other, according 10 
: cato aFi; die- theirdifferent Inclination -and natural Diſpoſitions;z yer both are 
bus eſt antepo- equally guilty of moral Idolatry, as the one purſues inordinate 
s,Cic. Ambition, and Worldly Deſign, and the other ſenſual Pleaſures, or 
"Who would 1,wer Enjoyments z both equally robbing God of that Love, Com- 
be Placency, and Delight, which we all owe him, as the Fountain of 
once convinced Good, and ſupreme Author of our Being, 


ſure, andreal , 


a ra 0 Tj his T ſhall endeaveur to demonſtrate in the following Dif 
fire) are alone Cour. ſe, | 


to be found in 
2 pions, ſober, 


and verrvors FFHE primary Cauſe of all onr Evils is Sin; and to 'findout this 
anty Poradife Truth, we muſt rrace it to'its Original, in our firſt Parents 
ated wad Diſobedience ; whoſe Foor-ſteps we now tread in, when we lin 
.might the ho- after the Similitnde oftheir Tranſgreſſion, (that is) againſt Know- 
ly Prophet fo- Jedge and Means. Their Sin was Diſobedience ro their known 
| rg PIT Duty, indiſ-believing Truth it ſelf, and giving Credit to the Fa- 
Courts, is bes. ther of Lies 3 forſaking God the Fountain of 'Good, to ſeek their 


cer than a Happineſs inthe Creature; by which they, and all their Poſterity 


cbouſand eiſe- for ever loſt Paradiſe in this World, and all Right and Propercy 
where,Plal. (farther than as Stewards accountable) in all we poſleſs here below. 
4 : | This 


LIMI 


UMI 


This is a Truth owned by all, but ſuch as are Strangers to God 
and themfelves 3 and which none can deny, but ſuch as are wilfully 
ignorant of God's revealed Will in the Ecriptures, and unacquain- 
pe nay their own inward Frame, the proper Schools for this Diſ- 
cipline, 

For God hath placed in every Man's Breaſt the flaming Sword of 
Reaſon and Conſcience, to hinder his inordinate purſuit ot Happt 
neſs here helow, and to chaſe him out of all hope of ever returning 
back to kisearthly Paradiſe, or finding any real SatisfaCtion for that 
infinite Principle of: Love and Deſire (which jsthe radical- AﬀeCtion 
of his Nature) in theſe lower Enjoyments; 

So that the diſorder we feel witbin us, and all the external Mi- 
ſery that befalls us from the Creatures (as Inſtruments of God's Ju- 
ftice) without us, are but the effelts of our Diſobedience ; and in 
Love defigned for our Correftion, to awaken us out of our ſenſual 
Security,and cauſe us to* return frompurſuit of Vanity.in the Crea- * Converſion 
ture, toGod the Fountain of Happineſs from whence we- fell, 15 nothing elſe”. 

Now foraſmuch as all Mankind ( fince the Fall} are naturally — 
blind to themſelves, and partial-in_ judging of God's Dealings with 5,,,,us hr. 
them, ever willing to excuſe themſelves: And as they follow their $a» to God 
firſt Parents Steps in Rebellion z ſo when they ſuffer, are too apt innewneſs of 
(withthem) to transferr the blame onothers ; The Woman thou ge. Life. Which, 
veſt me, cries Aixam; and when ſhe was charged, The Serpent beguiled —_— —_ wy 
me, was her'Evaſion. And ſoto lay the Cauſe of all our Miſery ar Fe por 
ſome other Door z which is in effe&, tothrow back all on-God, as works ; and! 
if he cauſed what he doth not prevent. Saving Faith, 

ſhall endeavour briefly here to demonſtrate, that every Man i when wedo-+ 
(Saint or Sinner, Phariſee or Pablican) of what Perſuaſion ſoever hath, from jr. 
he be, that doth not firſt look home into his own Heart, fo as fer gp. Tat, 
ouſly to conſider his own Ways , and judge himſelf, doth ſtill in his Threar-- 
ſhare in- the procuring Gauſe, which hath brought all theſe Evils »ings againſt 


| Sm, in| 
upon USe ; Promiſes to 
And that I may convinee every Man of the Truth of this, 1 ſhall "oO. 


endeavour briefly to ſhew what are thoſe crying Sins that have caits ,,.. © + 
ſed all thoſe Jadgments (which wecither feel or fear,) that every from thencets- 
man may the better judge himſelf how far he-itands guilty before puritic our 
God and his own Conſcience therein. And thoſe Sins may be corm- ſelves for his 
prehended nnder theſe Three Heads: —_ rt 


I. Avarice ; . or, an inordinate Purſuit-of Mammon. TRE 


H. Debauchery and Immorality: / 


- 


be 


1 Thall in with Self-Love, he Fountain of alj Evil , as 
| tar Mich includes aJl rhe reſt; and in the * firſt place 


diſcourſe of Avarice, or Tnordinate Love of the World. 


Ere | poſſefs'd of the whole World, or the greateſt ſhare 
in it, L ſhould be happy or miſerable only, according to 
the good or il Uſe 1 made of all 1 poſſeſs'd. It has been 

the great miſtake of many wiſe Mea in all Ages, to account them- 
ſelves Proprietors of what God conligns to them in 77u#?, as Stewards 
-only, for the Good of the great Family of Mankind, whether it be 
Riches, Honours, Power, or Endawmentsof the Mind : And when Men 
thus eſteem all they poſſeſs their own , they aſſume to them- 
ſelves God's Title - therein, and from thence naturally draw 
This Inference, That they may do with their own what they pleaſe ; 
either keep their Wealth lock'd up ina Cheſt, or lay it ont. accor- 
ding to their own Humour and Fancy; jn building a delightful Pa- 
lace, and pulling it down, when they have done; in the purchaſe of 
empty Titles of Honour ; or, in prodigally treating and obliging 
the Grandees of the World ; or laviſhly conſuming it in Lxxwury and 
Senſuakty. 2011 F 3! 
—_—_— — miſtakea-/1n their Reckonings, they 
value them by the abundance they poſeſs, 'not conſidering 


 « that, their great Revenue; as well-as their Health, Time, and Qp- 


portunities increaſe their Care, as Tajentsof which they mult give 
a ſtrict Accompt z and as they hoarded up, or ſacrificed them to 


- their vain Glory, or Pleaſure in their Life-time; ſq when they die, 
. (tilt reckonipg all their own, ): they' uſually diſpoſe of what they, 


have lefc, to ethers, wha being egually Slaves to their own Paſſi- 


. os, either follow the ſame foat-ſteps of immoderate (crapipg;toge- 
1 ther, orelſe prove as great Vaſſalsto the like inordinate Deſires, 
_ In ſcattering, as they (thar went before) were io gathering, (for in 


both, Manmmat is the commanding Power or,Deity,,) each ſeeking. 
that Satisfaftion. from the finite Evojay ments of this World , 
( wherein the Shadow only 'of :one Divine Excellency is ſcattered )- 


 --'which can be no where fornd below, :God- hiaafelf,, the Fountain 


ard Original of all PerfieCtion ;'who like thetbeloyed Pole to its 
:Needle, can alone give reit to man's boundleſs and immortal Appe- 
rite. : oi gut 
Thus have I known great Eſtates gotten and ſpent within the 
compaſs of My own Memory ; as theione- from a ſmall-beginning 
rolled together his Mole-hill of Wealth, ſo nothing remains of his 
prodigal Succeſſor's, ſaveronly* iis. wofs ible T'ruth;- That hoth /a- 
Hakd in vain for ſatisfattion in that which cannot ſatisfic, 
| It 
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W Lamas Relivion. 


Ic is eafle to know theſe Truths ; but only difficult 'for fuch to 
practiſe, who have not yet throughly learned that (ſeeming hard) 
Lelſlon of Self- denial and the Croſs, the firſt terrible blow to Fleſh and 
Blood, and Touch-ſtone of true Religion, which our Saviour makes 
an indiſpenſable requiſite to the very being of his Diſciples, though 
it ſeems 4 hard ſaying tothem that have not ſo learned Chrilt. 

Our Love to our ſelves eaſily inclines us to believe, (at leaſt, to 
with in our Hearts,) That the Happineſs and Glory of the World to 
come, might conſiſt with a full Enjoyment of our Portion alſo in 
this Life, which renders all thoſe DeCtrines ſo pleaſing and agreea- 
ble, that do allow Saints a greater Right than Sinners inthe Riches, 
Dominion and Government of the World, though this be quite con- 
trary to what our Saviour himſelf taught, when he declared the 
Love and Service of God and Mammon (or the World) to be incon- 
ſiſtent in one and the ſame Worſbipper, as irreconcileable as Heaven 
and Hell; for that the one is in direCt oppoſition to the other. Our 
Love to'God aſpires upwards, towards him as the Centre of our Reft, 
and the only Happineſs our Souls do thirſt after - Our Love of 
Mammon (or the World) is groveling downwards to the Earth, 
and always centres in our ſelves; but never quiet, inſatiably deſs- 
ring, though never ſatisfied. For our Soul is an Eternal Principle, and 
cannot feed on fading Enjoyments : Goodneſs it ſelf is her proper 
Food, of which all the World is but a faint Shadow. The Love of 
Alammon craves ſenſible Good ;, but the Love of God begs rather the Plal. 4,6. 7. 
Light of his Countenance. 


This is the Reaſon why all our Comforts in theſe lower Enjoy- 
ments are never certain; but do ever ebb and flow according to 
the fading Nature of the Obje&: wherein we ſeek our Happineſs, 
(whether it be Riches, Honours,or Pleaſures ;) all which,like Weeds, 
that ſeem Flowers to Senſe, yield nothing but Emprineſs and Vani- 
ty to the Mind, and do always end in vexation of Spirit. Which is 
a plain Demonſtration that 'tis impoſſible for the Soul of Man to 
find true reſt or ſatisfattion in this ottward World, till ſhereturn, 
(by inwarg retiring of the Mind ) home to God, from whom fl.c firſt fell, 
as the living Fountain -of Good. How pathetically , does: David bear 
witneſs to this Truth, ' by his own inward Experience in P/al.63. 
O God, thou art my God, early will I ſcek thee; my Soul thirſteth for 
thee, my Fleſh longeth for thee, in a dryand thirſty Land, where no Water 
x, to ſee thy Power and thy * Glory, ſo as I bave ſeen thee in the San- * By thisex- 
ttnary: becauſe thy loving kinaneſs i better than Life, my lips ſhall praiſe ene? GH » 

| 1 the 04h te 
ary, Wwe are' now to underſtand that internal beauty of Holireſy, which, by intellectual view; we 
"behold -from our Contemplation in the inward Temple of our Mind ; refteting on the purity of ' 
God's Worthip: in, the:Afembly of kis Saints. . 243: 398 
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thee: Thu will Thleſs thee” while I lhve, und will life uy ney banks in thy 
Name: My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied, a with Marow and Fatneſ: ; and 
my Month ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips, whow-1 remember thee 0n my 
Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night-Watches ;, becxuſt thon haſt been 
my help ;, therefore in the ſhadow of thy wings will I repoyce. 

Now foraſmuch as ſuch an holy Frame of Spirit is purely wronght 
by God's Grace; fo itis our Duty tm an humble manner to pray 
for it, andGod who is faithful in-all, tarh promiſed to beſtow 
is on them. that diligently and fincerely feet it. 

And 1 wiſh every Member of private Congregations, who are fo 
apt to be puft up with an over-weening Conceit of their own Abj- 
lity , 2s to think themſelves above alt fet Forms of Prayer, were 
fo cor:vinced of their own Ignorance and Weakneſs, as to make uſe 
of this one Colktt in our Churech- Lieargy , for their eaſe and help 


herein. 


O Almighty Ged, why alone canſft order the unruly Wills and Aﬀeti- 
Ons (orfal Men : Grant untothy People, rhat they may love the 
thing which thou doſt command, and deſire that which thou abporomife I 
that fo, among the ſundry and manifold Chunpes of this World , our 
Herts may ſurely there be fixed goherexruc Yoys are robe found; through 


To which I ſhall ſubjoin but this one ſhort. Prayer, 4s another 
Part of the ſame Liturgy z which here followeth : 

Lmighty God, unto whom all Hearts be open, and all Deſires 
A known, and from whom no Secrets = bid; _ the Thoughts 
of our hearts by the 'inſpiraion- of 'thy Holy Spirit, rhat we may per- 
tey love thee, ere rack boly Name'; thraagh Clif 
our Lord, Amen. ' Fo 


Ard now have mention'd the Zirargy, 1hombly appeal to all 
charitable and well-diſpoſed Followers of the Blefled Redeemer, 
(who have try'd and examined it, ) whether this plain and: brief 
Form may' not ſuit with the-capacity and: diſpoſition / of the 
moſt learned and leaſt knowing; the Phariſee and the Pabli- 
can, the' ſoundeſt Believer, andthe moſt ſcraputons- and ten- 
der Conſcience , fo as they may all joyn together in their Pub- 
tick Devotion. 

And whether there be in any other way of Worſhip, a Standard 
more agreeable to the Frame and Faculties of Man's Mind, than 
in our. Liturgy eſtabliſhed among us, fo- as by frequent and fotemn. 
Aſſembling ſelves together, ney, may thereby provoke, en- 


courage,.and diſpoſe one another to of Heart, \and Harmony 
| in. 
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in Diviae Worſhip, as the higheſt Happine(s attainable (in Com- 
mon) among Chriſtians in this World ; though for a time the Cafe 
may be the ſame with them, as it was with me and many others, 
to have an averſion to it, from the Miſrepreſencation of others, or 
want of a right apprehenſion of ſome things contained in it. But 
to return 2: 

How miſerable a Creature then is the Coveroww Worldling, who 
ſo little troubles bimſelf with the things of Religion, or the World 
tocome, That be feels no other Hunger or Thirſt, but after Mam- 
10n, or this world; being ſo poſſelt with the Love of it, that 
he hath no room left in his heart for Love of any thing beſides ? 
And whilſt he labours under the Tyranny of an inſatiable Deſire of 
more, he feels no comfort in all that he doth enjay , though he hugs 
his Mammen as his only God and Portion, the Object of all his 
Thoughts, Love, and Delight, till bis Soul be raviſh'd from him ; 
leaving his Body and Adammon to periſh together. | 

And this is the firſt ſort of Crying Sins, ariſing from Self-Love, 
or Moral [dolatry, in ſuch as ſeek Heaven and Happineſs in Adem- 
mon here below, judging and cenfuring all others but them- 
ſelves. | 


bt 


I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak of the Second ; 
which is, 
Debauchery and Immorality. 


N D as for fuch as have given themſelves up to Senſuality 

and Debaxcbery, fo as notto wait vpon the Poſts of Wiſdom's 
Doors, ine conſcientious and ſober Uſe of the Means ;z as, Read- 
ing, Hearing, Praying, Converſing with themfelves alone, and 
with good Men, in order to be reformed ; bur are ſo far from delt- 
ring or endeavouring to be reclaimed, that they are rather ready 
to offer violence to ſober Reproof, and to deride and ſcoff at all 
Advice and good Counſel ; I ſay, ſachas theſe, who are tooapt to 


' namethemfſelves Sons of the Church;onght not to be reckon'd among 


Profeſſors,(though our Adverſaries moſt uncharitably or defignedly 
father too many of ther upon 'us,) becanſe they donot own God's 
Livery inany viſible Afts of Piety and Devotion ; but having def- 
perately ſhut their Eyes, and hardned their Hearts, do by their 
wiltn] Rebellion dechare themfetves Enemies to God and all Reli- 
= And eb eee have” been” both the Canſe, and 7 
uments to - ndgments npon us, , none: can doubts 
thoughthey all;-5heters of God andGocinchs are evcr apt to ID 
B 8s their 
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their Fury and Malice (when God's Hand is upon them,) againſt 
the-moſt righteous and innocent Perſons. ul 

And 1 fhall addreſs my ſelf to them, as they diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by their crying Abominations;z and name but Three for all 
the reſt. 


1. Inthat un-manning and brutiſh Sin of Drunkenneſs, the Parent 
ard Nurſe of many other Sins, as it puts out the Lamp of Reaſor, 
Man's healthful Guide unto all ver:zows Aftions, and lafe Pilor to 
ſhun YVice. This Sin diſpoſes Men to all that may be called wicked, 
to betray their Prince, their Religion, their Countrey, and all to ſerve 
their Luſts ; for hethat has abanJon'd his Reaſon, andloſt all Senſe 
of Honour and Shame, is falſe to his own Soul, and can never be 
true to any thing elſe. 

Nor is that Man's Crime leſs, whoſe Body and Brain can bear 
moſt. Nay the Scripture pronounces the greateſt Woe againſt the 
Mighty Drinker, as a Murderer of his Brethren, by provoking them 
beyond their Strength, to bear an equal part with him, in a moſt 
impious abuſe of God's Creatures. In which ſervile Drudgery of 
Sin and Satan, he is a kind of Felo de ſe ; he conſumes his Time and 
Patrimony, bis Parts, 1 Body and Soul, and ſo falls at laſt a Sacrifice 10 
the Sin that he loves above all theſe, nay, above God himſelf, 


2. The Profane Swearer, who {o- cheaply ſells his Soul to the De- 
vil, for neither Pleaſure, Honour nor Profit, the three Shadows of 
Good, wherewith he baits his Hook to inchne Men to all other Sins 
beſides , is ſurely the worſt fort of Prodigal in the World, 

What words can utter his prodigious Folly, and daring [mpiety, 
who with bloody Oaths calls tor Damnation without ceaſing, ( when 
he is already under the Sentence, ) as if he {corned the leaſt moment 
to prepare forhis Execution ? 

Such a deſperate Caitiff had need go to Tybarn to learn Diſcipline 
of thoſe miſerable Criminals; who though they have been all their 
Life unmindful of their latter end, being now ſenſible their Time is 
limited by Man, (and may be ſooner determined by God,) would 
make any Terms of better Obedience, if they might have but a time 
of Trial. 

Certainly were not Men grown palt feeling by long pradtice, 
they might tremble to think, that the ſame God who in terrible 
Thunder publiſhed Man's Duty on Adount Sinai in Ten Precepts, 
made no difference between the Thief, the 2Awrtberer, and the Swea- 
rer;,, How deſperate then is the Common Swearer, who can abſtain 
from Roping and Killing.for fear of being hanged by the Law of 
Man ; yet dares blaſpheme the Living God). the Law-giver of Hea- 
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Heaven and Earth, and ſtab his Redeemer with bloody Oaths, though” 
he be already ſentenced (' without Repentance ) in Body and Soul 
unto Hell-fire ? 


3 The Unclean Perſon, eſpecially he that glories in his Shame 3 
How wretchedly does he cheat himſelf inthe Obje# of his Love,when 
| he forſakes his Goa, the Fountain of his Being, and the moſt amia- 
ble ſarisfying Gord, in exchange for a ſordid and inſatiable Luſt, 
.* trarsforming himſelf into a laicivious Goat, to hug and careſs the 
poifoned Carcafs of his filtby Hag in Ioathſome Embraces, wal- 
lowirg in the polluted Mire of impure and unchaſte Thoughts, till 
his Mind become the Den of Satan, and a Cage of unclean Birds, 
Well might Solomon denominate the Saint and Sirner, by the Chas» 
raCter of a Wiſe Man and of a Fool, without any other Note. of Di- 
ſtinftion. How can he be accounted wiſe, that refuſes Counſel, and 
hates Knowledge ? How can you be Chriſtians. indeed ,. when by. 
your Lives and Language your proclaim you'ſelves your Redeemer's- 
Enemies ? You mult meaſure your Love ro God by the Senſe you. 
have of Evil. Never pretend to be Honourers of God, when you 
can be unconcerned at the higheſt Diſhonour done un:o his Name ;. 
make a Mock of Sin, and divert your ſelf with the. filthyTonver-- 
{ation of the Wicked. ge 
To what a deſperate Pitch are ye now grown, who can thus fin 
without. Recoil? you: have now conquered a tender Mind, and can 


ridicule what's ſacred, and ſcoff at all that is ſerious; for * no « yemo re- * 
Man was ever ſo cxtreamly wicked of a ſudden. . Wonder O-Hea- pentd fuit tar» 
vens, and be aſtoniſhed O Earth ! that a Chriſtian Age and Nation piilimus.Z«v.- 


ſhould produce ſuch daring Rebels to an Holy God, to pull dowa 
Vengeance on us all. 

Do but-call in your Mind, ard hear God's Yoice by his Prophet, 
thus ſpeaking. If I be a Fath:r, where i. mine Honour * If I be a 
Maſter, where us my Fear ? Mal. 1.6. Let every Man examine, and 
jadge himſelf, how little ſhare God can have in. his Love, when he 
ſeldom thinks of him, or never ſeeks after him ; but when thoſe his- 
Idols ( or filthy Luſts, wherein he moſt delights, ) do fail him:. 
For according as Mens Comforts ebb and flow from theſe lower En- 
joy ments ſo uſually God hears from them in, their danger, Want,. 
and Miſery. And lct any Man in his Wits ask himſelf the Queſtion, 
Whether he could bear with i:ch Ingratitude and baſe Uſage from 
his Fellow-Creature ? 

And to yau, Scarlet Sinners, | ſpeak, and dare not be ſilent ;, to 
you, the ſhame of. our Religion and Government ;, to you, the Re- 
proach of our Church and Nation, and Grief of all good Men. How 
dare. you call your ſelves Chriſtians, when you hate to be rrp r 

ou 


You are Peſt of the Kingdom \mhereia you live, infett onr 
Joath;. Lotte or ny had .on chaſe ming Sins, by the 


Law of God do render you moſt unworthy to ſhare 1n our CvilGo- 
vernment z ſo you, above all men, are moſt unfit tobe intruſted with 
any Military Employment; for we have found by woeful experience, 
that 


p 


Drunkards, Swearers, and Whoremongers, can never be good 
Soldiers, as being uncapable of true Courage and good 
Condult ; and therefore we may ſafely conclude, 


Such as you are the worſt of Men, an horrid Scandal and Ny- 
ſance, but no way ſerviceable to your King or Conntrey. The 
worlſt of Soldiers in time of Danger, though Fool-hardy in your 
Mirth and Jollity, thus highly to provoke your Maker. In time of 
Peace, you ftifle your Conſcience, you filence it with your Curſes 
and Oaths, as Drums and Trumpets drown the Cries ina Battel , 
bur in the Face of an Enemy, when you ſhould defend your Coun- 
frey,. you tremble at Judgment to come, ſhunning the danger, ( as 
MalefaQtors do Execution, in hope of a Reprieve,) that you may 
have Time to repent,thongh the Kingdom periſh. 

"Tis only the vertuous Man and the ſober, that can be Men of 
Condutt and Refolation, whoſe inward Teſtimony animates the ir 
Courage, by aſſuring them of their Reward ; That if they live, 
_—_— immortal Honour ; if they die, their Life is a Sacrifice 
in defence of their Religion and Country. | 

All other Courage is either without rational Condu@t, ariſing 
from the Ferment of Blood and Spirit, wherein Game-Cocks and 
Maſtiffs out-do. the greateſt Heroes; or elle it is Fool-hardy Va- 
lour, ariſing perhaps from Brandy, or ſuch intoxicating Liquors, 
whick operate into Frenzy, evaporate into frothy Folly, and ex- 
pire in DrowZzineſs and Stupidity. 

And how unfit ſuch a Creature is for Condu@, or to look Death 
in the Face, when inward guilt, and reflexion on paſt Folly, ſtrikes 
him with horror and apprehenſion of a future Judgment , none 
know betrer than his own Conſcience 3 which when it ſhould ani- 
mate his Courage, ftrikes him with Terror, and makes him a fear- 
ful Coward. | 

Conſider now all you that thus force your ſelves againſt God's 
inward Teaching, it is nomare than what ,the Heathen allowed to 


* Video meli- be * innate in every man's Breaſt 3; and what your own Conſcience, 
Ora, probogz 
Deterivia (c- 


if you giveir leave to ſpeak, will witneſs to be trae; nay, you 
will aod moſt hear it ona dying Bed, or at a ſhameful End, ( the juſt 
Reward of ſach impious Folly.) tr is continved Diſobedience to 
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this inward Teaching (after long ſtriving withiGod? s Spirit) breeds 
Deſpair, which often ends with the Kage, and Haber, as a terri- 
ble warning to all that fourvive. 

Dread therefore the Thoughts of Judgment to come, where the 
Worm that never dies, in eternal Anguiſh, fliall, like a Vulrure, 
gnaw upon your wounded Spirit, by reflexion on your paW Follies 
and long abuſe of God's Patience, waiting to bring you to Repen- 
tance.. .. 

Be wiſe yet before it be m late; God ſtd waits to be gracions,, 
witha 7wrn ye, rurn ye, w die * 1 have ſarvived forty thou- 
{and that are all periſhed in wprw"# Quick-ſands, and am only ipated 
for your ſake, to hang out my Experience for your Light, to warn 
you ali from deſperately adventuring farther in the ſame wicked 
Courſe. Be not deceived, abuſed Mercy will rurn to Fury ; never 
pretend tobe Lowers of your Countrey, on ren, or Loyal Subjetts, 
WE you reſolve to be Chriſtians and' good Mem, 

For it is mo## certain ;, Rebels to God, and their own. Cogſcience.. 
en never be good Subjedts or rue Friends: Lind it 4s 46 Cerrain onr bot 
Religion (the beſt fupport of Monarchy, and the ſureft Bulwork 
againlt Popery ) & (with the Goſpel it ſelf, ) equatly uncapable of ſuf- 
fering, but fron the vicious Lives and lmmoralitiesof fuch wicked: 
Members ,, who thereby expoſe \themſehves as the oileft Criminals on 
Earth, and Objetts of Gee eernal Diſpleaſure. it t: ſhalt now. briefly, 
ſpeak pvefine+t + 


Of the DoQrine and Diſcipline th our National Charch : the 
chief Cauſe and Continuance of Separationfrom it, ariſes: 
from Scandal of ſome of our Clergy, and the Immorality 
of ſome of our. Members ; which is. the Caſe of the 
Goſpel it ſelſ. The Removal of this Offence, is the 
proper Medium for Uniformity , as the only Means to: 
unite us all agaiaſt our Common Enemy. 


F this Matter, I hambly beg leave to: ſpeak plainly the Senti- 
ments of my own Mind, without- Flatiery, orRaitings, or: 
giving juſt Offence to any. 

Our Religion eſtabliſhed, commands and 2 | 
excellent and praiſe-worthy ; it forbids condemns-#l| that 1s 
evil; exciting moſt powerfully to a holy »Life, 

_ It eſteerns all external Mode, Form, and Geſtuyey. to be but the 
Ct nd hah of; Diyine | ip; -itla no-wee fireſs. on:any 
Rite ar Ceremony,, thay. only . and@rdex. require. w_ 


oves of all that 1s 


ther [could [ ever. find thoſe Members::of our Communion, who 
might «ruly-deferve the Naine of Pillars:'of our Church, fo fond of 
any thing that was indifferent, but.they could moſt willingly part 
-with-it', -co purchaſe Union ''with their Diſſenting Brethren 
if deſired in ſucha manner, and to be done in ſuch a way, &s may 
preſerve Unity and Peace in the Church. ' | 

Qur Do&trine and Diſcipline manifeſtly diſclaims all Superſtition 
and Idolatry, as moſt abominable3 and ( to the ſhame of ſuch ill 
Members ) 1s defective in nothing but good Living, which ( nonecan 
deny) is..the Caſe of the Goſpel it ſelf. Therefore the greater 
Woe is pronounced againſt them, that thus ſcandalize ir, by giving 
Offence toothers, or expoſe it with prejudice to any. 

We are blelſed with a great number of Piozs, Learned, and 
Reverend Fathers and Paſtors: But, binc 3le Lachryme, we have 
had teo many others; (and | wiſh it were more laid to heart,) that 
have cauſed our Religion'to be evil ſpoken of: And we know who 
ſaid it 3 Woe beg0: them! by whom ſuch Offences come. 

{pray God gram all*that takg upon themfelves that high and holy 
Calling, 22ay ſo qualifie themſelves for it, and ſs regulate their Lives 
according to the Examples of thoſe | firſt mentioned,: that by a pious, 
humble,azd blamelefs converſation,(zbe mot powerful living Preach- 
ng) they. may put 10: ſuerce thoſe: Advberſaries, who are tco upt 10 take 
Ca Offence, and maae a great Matter of.it, whert'litrle is given ; 
that they may thereby remove that Prejudice , which the Miſcarriages of 
ſome of therr Brethren have created in the Minds of 100 many towards 
our Diſcipline and Worihip; giving them occaſion not only to ſepa- 
rate from ws, but even to reproach our Religion, as confitenancing ſuch 
Enormities. © This wonld wonderfully : contribute: towards ſo de- 
org efling ,/'as Vniformity and - Harmony. in  Ditine Wor- 
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Of the preat Evil inbad Examples of Magiftrates, Parents, 
and Maſters of Families ; and {rom their-negle&t in; their 
Duty. | | 


12 A Ndinorderto ſogreatand/publick a Bleſſing,as Harmony in Di- 
vine Worſbip,Ctor the Foundation muſt 'be laid ina -Refortmation 
; of Manners, J'it highty- concerns' you AMagiitrates and Rulers, as 
God's Vicegerents, to conſider your Duty; both high and low, in 
every Qt Ag; eacgs even you Parents and Maſters,ns well 
as Publick Officers 3 for you are every one in his petultar: Province, 
28 2God here ſex op and appointed in-his' ftead,'to puniſh 
- and diſcountenance: &vilidoers,” and fo'defend' and encourage therh 
that doe well. BY Ard 
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And where by evil doing, you give bad Examples, it aggravates 
your Crime ten fold ; and you ſhall aſſuredly anſwer for all the 
Evil which thereby you give occaſion, or encourage others to com- 
mit. 

And you may be alſo aſſured of this, that where you are re- 
miſs, or negligent, to exert your Power and Authority, to binder 
Vice and Wickgdneſ' in others, it is equally the ſame, and you ſhall be ac- 
cordingly judged, as if you had fenbe ours or countenancedit, 

It is you muſt reform the Age we live in, and aſliſt the Govern- 
ment we live under: The Truſt in you repoſed, is a great, a ſa- 
cred Talent, for which you muſt account, as being under a ſtrict 
Obligation to God and Man, to be juſt and faithful therein. 

It is from a Neglect in you, that our good Laws are trampled un- 8 
der foot, and rendred uſeleſs, at a time when there is more need 
than ever of their due Execution. | Ee 

That Publick, Howſes, at firſt deſigned for jency, in Mode- 
ration on lawful Occaſions, are now eretted, iplied, (and as 
it were conſecrated ) to be Shops and Nurſeries of Prodigality and 1n- 
temperance , and Seminaries of Debanchery in all Diſorder and [m- 

ety. 

: That our Streets do ſwarm with the worſt of Vermin, Shop- «+. 
Lifts, and Pick-pockgts, lewd Ballad-Singers, Rio and Ribaliry ; 

and ( which is now become our common Nuſance, ) with Beggars 

in the Day-rime, and the Night with the Spawn of the Bottomleſs 

Pit, thoſe Drabbs called Night-walkers, Panders, Pimps, and Com- 

mon Druikards, with Innumerable Thieves, as the Produdt of all, 

in aiding, receiving, abetting, or conniving. All this ariſes,- en- 
creaſes, and continues through your Neglett. | 

; [tr isalfo from your Negle# that ſuch numberleſs Troops. of In- . 

 fernal Agents, Bulies, Cheats, and Gameſters, the Locuſts of our 
Age, are peaceably ſuffered openly to frequent all Publick Places, 
in the Diſguiſe of Gentlemen, to have free and undiſtarbed Op- 
portunities, as /nhabzzants and Reſidents amongſt us; and by all their 
ſubtle Arts and Inſfinuations, do corrupt and debauch our Youth, 
as well in Schools as Families, eſpecially the Univerſities. and Semina- 
ries of the Law z as alſo Servants ( Male and Female) Apprentiges 
and Caſhiers, to diſpoſe and diſcipline them by all the Luresxand - 

Baits of Price, Pleaſure, Gaming, Drunkenneſs and Wantonneſs, - 
to defraud, filch, purloin, and at length deſperately to betray their 
Truſt, by downright Robbery, picking of Locks, falſe Keys, and 
counterfeit Bills, and all the ways wherein the Devil inſtructs thoſe 
Agents, to bring them to ruine. . | 
And as by Luxury, Prodigality, and Intemperance, men thus con- 
ſame their Eſtates, loſe their Credit, and become deſperate in their 
C Fortune, 


Qui non ve- 
tat peccare, 
cum porett, 


Fortune, they from thence (as naturally as EffeQs hold of Cauſes) 
rurn Gameſters, Cheats, High-way-men, Houſe breakers, Hoz ſe.ſlealers, 
and ſuch like Caterpillers, to devour and deftiroy z, allociating them- 
ſelves into Cabals and Parties in their ſeveral Diviſions, as (it were) 
the Banaiti of the Kingdom. 

Nay, we ſo far exceed other Nations in bare-fac'd and daring 
ickedreſs ; that whereas they allow only of ſecret Srews and Bro. 
tkel-FHouſes, we have innumerable open Shops, ( as Warehouſes of 
Keil, ) where impudent Strumpets cxpoie themſelves as the De- 
vil's Nets, to catch their weak and filly Prey, having their FaCtors 
abroad ( thoſe Bullies and Hefors ) in diſguile of Gentlemen, to in- 
veigle young and old to thoſe Chambers of Death. 

If the Laws made by our prudent Anceſtors againſt theſe Ene- 
mies of Mankind, That all Perſons, Lodgers, and Inmates, that 


live high, fare 4a wear a garb of Perſons of Qnali:y, and are 


{uſpeCted to ſpe ve their Income, as having no certain viſible 
Eſtate, or othe ul ways to ſupport tacir Expences,-ihall give 
2D account to Magiſtrates, what they are, from whence they come, 
and how they live, and from time to time find Sureties for their 
good Behaviour 3 how many of theſe Evils might be removed and 
prevented? __. 

Lf the Laws made in all thoſe Caſes, as allo againſt the Profana- 
tion of the Lord's Day «the Spring avd Source ct all theſe Evils) 
were duly put inexecution, this would be the molt cffeCtual meats 
to cauſe an univerſal Reformation of Manners, and ſecure us at 
bome and abroad againlt our ſecret and foreign Enemies. - 


But this Reformation muſt begin from your own Pattern 
and: Example. 


Therefore eſpecially remember, you are intruſted , as God's 
Repreſentatives; and the beſt way is for every Man to begin at home 
with himſelf, to reform that which will inevitably ruine 44, if con- 
tinued a little longer, and leave the ſucceeding Generations a Wi- 
derneſs of ſalvage Beaſts, whoſe Blood will lie at your doors ; for 
from hence ſpring all the Evils I have already ſpoken of, ” 

That Maſters and Heads of Families, when they ſhould be at home 
fober Patterns and Examples to Children apd Servants, with their 
Family , offering up their Morning and Evening-Sacrifice to the 
God of their Being ; even for them to be then conſuming their 
Time, as well as Subſtance, abroad in Coffee-Houſes, and other 
publick Houſes,leaving their Children and Servants obnoxious to all 
the ſnares may be laid for them by the Devil and his Agents. Thisin a 

| atter 


OO V- 91.T; 


Matter deſerves the conſideratiou of all, eſpecially ſuch asare under 
ſo great Obligations to reform it, 

The putting of a ſtop to theſe growing Evils, is the only Means 
to reſtore a ſober and induſtrious Education of Youth, under ſober 
Tutors, Maſters, and Inſtruftors, by ſevere Diſcipline, the only 
Foundation whereon to raiſe the ancient Glory of the Bri:iſh ſte, in 
a ſtock of ſuch Natives of our own, as by prudent ſtecrage of the 
Helm at home, and Martial Condu&@t abroad, may again give Law 
toall the World. 

And todeal plainly, if you impartially examine your ſelves, you 
will find all this Neglect proceeds from the Poiſon of Self- Love, as 
being blind towards your ſelves, and afraid to look home, and too 
forward to cenſure others. | 

And that makes you partial, and ſway'd with Intereſt or AﬀeCti- 
on; like old Ely, too gentle in reproving your Relations, or afraid 
of your Superiors z unwilling to diſoblige your Friends, and too 
apt togratifie your Neighbors, Cuſtomers, or your Tenants; and, 
it may be, loth to punilh in another, what you are guilty of your 
ſelf. Thus it will be when our Love to God, the Spring of all our 
Happineſs, is tvrned on our ſelves, the Fountain of all Evil : Then 
Governors, appointed by God to be his Deputies for the good of 
their Inferiors, turn Renegadoes, and act in the Devil's Work, to 
the inevitable Ruine of Poſterity, whoſe Puniſhment hereafter will 
be anſwerable to their Crime, it they eſcape ( as they ſeldom do ) 
their Portion of Shame and Miſery here. 


But that which ſhould be our greateſt grief ( though few lay it to 
Heart ) is the Diſhonowr done to God, and the ſcandal done to onr Religion, 
from ſuch groſs Negleft, and evil Prattices in the Profeſſors of is. 

From hence, it is manifeſt, our Adverſaries on all ſides take occaſion 
by their venemous Torgnes, and the virulent Pens of mercenary Knaves, 
and Scriblers, in printed Libels and railing Pamphlets, maliciouſly and 
falſely ro charge the pureſt , and beſt eſtabliſhed Religion in the whole 
World, with ſuch Immoralities and execrable Treaſons , as have been 
hatched tn ſecrer, by the moſt flagitions Villains and Traytors, 

It argees little Charity for our Religion, or Kindneſs for us, at this 
time a-aay, in ſo publick, a manner to blemiſh the ſettled. Doitrine, and 
Diſcipline of our National Church, with ſuch ſide-wind Reflexions , as 
if it conntenanced, or allowed the Words or Aftions of ſome defiening 
Knaves, (who can be of any Perſuaſion,) and ſorae profiizate Villaing, 
(the proper Tools of ſuch Knaves,) who have given themſelves the Name 
of Church of England-Men, but are indeed of no Relizion at all, and 
bavebeen really concerned in the late danmable Plot, or ao ai ſpute whether . 
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"there be any fuch._ Plot or no, as if our Doftrine or Diſcipline inſtrufted. 
them therein. 

Chriſtian Charity, withour Reflexion , would rather have concluded 
( as our Religion teacheth ;,) That ſincere Chriſtians will ever be 
J,oyal Subjz(ts, Honeſt Men, and Good Neighbors. Bur Rogues 
will be Kvgues in all Clinaresz and deſigning Knavrs and Time- 
ſ:rners, will be Bypocrices and Travtoss in ail Derſurfions, 

What Mercy can we expett at the lands of theſe Men, (were they but 
arm'd with Power,) who thus publickly arraign and explode, mot onl 
our National Church in general, but alſo ſuch Perſons, whoſe Piety and 
Meekneſs in the whole v0 of their Lives, ( eſpecially under their 
late Trial,) might have o:l;zed their wor Enemies, in Silence, to bewail 
them in their preſent Condition, and leave them to ſtand and fall 10 their 
own Maker ;, at leaſt, to a more charitable Opinion of them, than thus 
raſbly ro charge them, as Betrayers of our Laws, Literties, and Re- 
ligion ; nay, of the whole Kingdom, by inviting the moſt barba- 
Tous, tyrannical Diſturber ot Chriffendom to accept its 

This us far from Love of Truth, Chriſtian Zeal, or Loyalty for 
cir Mzjeſties now in the Throne; But we may (with more Charity) 
conclude it to-be done at, this juntture, on purpoſe to expoſe our Reli- 
gion, and all its Adheret:ts, /o as thereby ro excue, and enrage the 
cred:ulous and ungovernable Mul:itude (who are eaſily impoſed upon) 4+ 
geinſt them, as Authors of all the Miſeries and Calamities .we now 
groan under , 4s 4 ready way io ſer us all in. a Flame, even now that 
we ſtand in moſt needof Union. 

When God knows, they that are thus cenſorious, and raſh in jalging , 
may have had as great a ſhare (as any) ir ihe procuring Cauſe. I 
_ my own Mind plainly, as apprehending it my Duty, for ſhould 1 

e unconcerned, when I bear my innocent Mother publickly ſlandered and 
exploded, I ſhould declare my ſelf wor ſe than an Infidel, 

But all this ſtill proceeds from the. ſame Original Fountain, and Poi- 
ſon of S.If Love. 


This would be no Riddle, if Men would firſt look home, and 
jadge themſelves ; for A4cn of all Perſuaſions are ſo ready to blame 
others, before they do this, that they are too apt wholly to exuſe them- 
ſelves, with the Phariſee ; I thank thee, O- Father, I am not. as this 
Publican, 

But the right way of judging, is ( as I have ſaid before ) to trace 
our Miſery to its Cauſe, and from thence look up to him that appoints 
the Inſtruments of our Puniſhments , and can remove or change them 
at bis pleaſure, | 


Now 
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Now let us conſider the Third and laſt, but the moſt /#+- 
lime & ſubtil ſort of Moral Idolatry;or, The great Danger 
and Evil of Ambition and Worldly Deſizn under the Vizor 
of Zeal for Reformation ; and of Liberty of Conſcience, 
and the great Abuſe ot it. ; 


'Tis true, as God Almighty hath various Ways and Methods toreform 
and diſcipline his Children, according to their various Tempers and Diſ- 
poſutons ;, ſo the Devil, by his Fanizaries, Deſigning Hypocrites, and 
Time-fervers, who can readily take any Impreſſion in Religion, beof tw9 
or three perſuaſians at once, to promote their own Interelt, pats himſelf 
into various ſhapes, and baits his Fl with various Ovjeds, ſuited 10 
mens diff erent Tnclinations, that be may catch both Pharifee and Publi- 
can; 4s well the ſpiritually proud, as the Debanchee, that no Fijh 
may eſcape his Net, and ( if it were pojſivle ) the Elect too ſhigald be 
cheated by him. 

Thus be baits the Luxurious with Pleaſure, rhe Avaritions with 
Riches, andthe Ambitious wich Pride, Dominion, 41d worldiy De- 
ſign, 

When be deſigns to ſubvert a Kingdom, or overthrow a Government, 
be doth not appear immediately in Arms and open Hoſtility 3x but firſt 
. under a Diſguiſe of Zeal for Reformation , which he generally pro- 
fecutes, by removing all Foundation laid in the firlt Principles 
of Religioa; andthen proceeds to create various Opinions in the Minds 
ef honesF and well-meaning Per ſons, of eaſe and credulous Diſpoſition, 
continually raiſing Niceties and Scruples . ( before any Foundation 
be laid in fandainental Knowtedge of the firſt Principles of our Religi- 
on, contained in the Lord's Prayer, the Tea Commands, and the 
Creed,) and thoſe Niceties and Scruples are more and more irritated 
by ſubtil a»d deſigning Teachers, «nder a Diſguiſe of Liberty of 
Conſcience. 

God forbid Liberty of Conſcience ( if regulated by the Standard of 
the Scriptures) as itis the Birthright of every Chriſtian, ſhould be dent - 
ed to any that in ſincerity deſire it, 10 live peaceably under the Govern- 
ment inall Godlineſs and Honeſty ; becauſe many per ſons of boneſt 
and well-meaning Principles, may , from their Education in Foreign 


Parts, or in Families of difterent Perſualions, either miſapprehend, or - 


not rightly underſtand the Truth of our Doftrine and Diſcipline eſt abliſh- | 


PT aneng us, 


And many others, in the ſimplicity of their Hearts, when they ſee 


the vicious Lives ard Ations of ſome of our Members, or the Scan- | 
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| Gal of ſome of owr Clergy, in things that are. open and manifeſt, "ey 
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be ſo impoſed upon, by Jeſuitical Whiſpers on the one hand, and 
private infinuating Teachers, or the other hand, as to imagine that 
our Keligien eſtabliſhed, muſt ether countenance or allow of ſuch Evils 
in the Profeſſors of it. Which ( as 1 have already ſaid) is the Caſe 
of the Goſpel it ſelf. 

Now foraſmuch as our Government is founded in the Law of God and 
Nature,and onr Religion eſtabliſhed, 1s ſettled and framed from no other 
Standard or Original but God's revealed Will in the Scriptures, and ſo both 
may be a juſt Standard for all other Governments. 1t muſt therefore be 
a Strain of great Arrogance and Preſumption in any State-Mountebank to 
propoſe any Foreign Preſident for alteration of either. 

And to- ſilence all Complaints but theirs, whom nothing leſs than All 
will ſatisfie, As our Religion avd Government ſo eſtabliſhed, do allow 
a peaceable and innocent Liberty of Conſcience, the Grand Charter 
of Chriſtianity it ſelf ;, (which we have found by experience, no other diffe- 
ring Perſuaſion but ours, would ever allow any longer than they wanted 
power to reſtrain it ;,) ſo none can deny it to be both prudent and juſt in 
the Government, ( from the Law of Self-preſervation,) #0 take care 
of,, and ſecure it ſelf againſt all abuſe of ſo great a Bleſſing , by ſuch, 
who have pure Religion only in their Mouths, but the rankeſt Poiſon 
of Ambition and Worldly Deſign in their Hearts; making no Scruple 
(as Opportunity offers) to devour Widows Eſtates,as well as the Houſes and 
Patrimony of them and all others,to makg way for their own Ambitious 
Deſigns 3 For we find it moſt certainly true, by woeful experience, thas 
It IS impoſhble to ſecureany Government in the World on a laſting 
Foundation, but by annexing it with the Religion eſtabliſhed, 1o 
'as to make them inſeparable, according to the Policy of New-Eng- 
lard ; ( where Liberty of Conſcience firſt planted their Law-makers.) 
They that do not firſt approve of, and embrace onr Religion eſta- 
bliſhed, ought to have no ſhare in our Government. 

But ſuch as would come into the Government on other Terms, have 
Liberty of Conſcience only in their Mouths, but Ambition and world- 
ly Deſign # their Hearts ; which they carry on by multiplying Setts 
unaer feueral Leaders, ( each ambitions to be Head of his own Party ) 
who, by their inflaence on credulows and well-meaning Per ſons , encloſe 
them, as in ſo many Peculiars, each Paftor to encline and lead his own 
Fleck ;, the only Method to divide, and conſequently to weaken both the 
Government and Religion eſtabliſhed ; That whenever their Intereſt is 
in danger, they may eaſily ( as hath been praftiſed in like caſes ) by rhe 
ſame Art, diſpoſe all ro unite ( for the ſame end ) againſt the Govern- 
ment they live under, 

Hnd thus one and the ſame common ( though inviſible ) Enemy of 
Mankind, putting himſelf into various ſhapes, and bairing his Hook with 

proper Objets, ſurted to mens various Inginations and Diſpoſinions, Ou 
a 


alt centre in Self-love,)) can firſt divide and weaken, and again write 
to deſtroy the beſt Religion avd Government in the world ; though the 
deſigning Party are ever lurch'd in what they aim at, which 15 Do- 
minion ard Rule. 

For no ſooner is any Party gotten wppermoſt, but the ſame Principle of 
Ambition and worldly Deſion animates the reſt ( that are under). to 
ſupplant that , in order ro advance themſelves into the Government z 
ſo that their whole Babel of Defigniog and Contriving, ever ends in A- 
narchy 4ad Confuſion z which hath cauſed many of their Chiet Buil- 
ders (convinced by their own woeful experience) at laſt 10 ackyowledge 
th:ir Error, and to declare , That to ſeek a Kingdom in this world 
by carnal Means and.\Weapons, is no true Badge of the Bielled Re- 
deemer's Followers, 

What clearer Demonſtration can we have that there is alyays ſuch 4 
Deſigning Party at the Bortom , under the moſt ſpecious Vizor of Zeal 
for Refurmation, and Liberty of Conſcience, than ro ſee thoſe who 
pretend to the greateſt Purity and SanCtity ( though of ſeveral Perſuaſt- 
ons) all 10 unite, and dilgemly apply themſelves 1o-ſuch Patrons and 
Leaders, whoſe Intereſt and Influence may beſt promote thrir Deſign, 
though they all know them to be of na Religion at all ;, nay, ſuch as are 
guilty of the greateſt * Immoraliciesz who can thunder ou bloody Oaths 
without reluttancy, and make uſe of their Power and Intereſt to oppreſs Manny 
others, andengroſs the Widow and Orphans Eſtates. Such en as theſe, es, aches 
are proper Objetts of all the Courtſhip aud Addreſs of thoſe conſeerared movehg. 
Politictans ;, for they well know they are adapted for their Turn , who rep- 
dily proſtituting their C onſctence to their Intereſt, can be moſt ſerviceable 
to their ambitious Deſigns, And as they are Facorites in the bis beſt ta- 
tion, ſo they are capable ef the greateſt Atts of Oppreſſan and Injuſtice 
therein, ( by alienating the Hearts of Subjetts, ) they may contribute more 
to dethrone a Monarch, 'or ſubvert: a Government, \than Ten Thouſand 
Armed Men ;, eſpecially as theſe deſizning Hypoarites manage it to their 
onn advantage ;, who, though they always carry the- flattery. of a Loyal 
All-hail in their Mouths ;, yet by ſecret Traapets in every corner they ar = 
raign the Prince himſelf, as Author of all Aits of Injuſtice and Oppreſ> 
ſon, done by ſuch his Minifters, ro render Monarchy uneafie to the Peo- 
ple ;, and at the ſame time, with no leſs induſtry, both in publick, and pri- 
waie, expoſe the moſt Faithful aud Loyal Counſellors and Magiſtrates, 
who are moſt true to the Church and Governmens, and the very Pillars 
and Security of the Throne, as Betrayers of their Conztrey, their Laws 
and Liberty ;, rendring them odiows' to the Prince and People, that they 
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may remove them, in order to get Champions' and Agents of their own. 
Fattton, into. all Places and Offices of Truft and Power in the Goverm« 
ment, | | 
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"This diſcovers plainly that the Patrons and Clients are both governed 

one and the ſame Principle of Self-Love, which ebbs and flows with therr 
own Intereſt, the vital part of their Religion, and ſo aiſpoſes them to 
divide or unite againſt that which oppoſes their. Deſigns , and at length to 
quarrel among themſelves about (what they all aim at ) Dominion and 
Rule. 


The Reſult of all which may be this ; to pur us 


upon 4 


Modeſt Enquiry, 


' Hat Endeavors have been made by all the Separate Con- 

| A / gregations in general, towards Univer ſal Reformation of 

ſ Manners, and Allaying our Heats, to heal our Diviſions, 

in order to Union among our ſelves ; the only means ,under Heaven, 
to ſecure us intheſe perilous times againſt our Foreign Enemy. 

And wherein Chriſtian Charity and Pwrity of Life (farther than in 
cheap and eaſfje fruit of the Lips)hath appeared in Dsſenrers,or thoſe 
that ſeparate from our National Communion, and pretend to Extraoy- 
ainary Call, and Converſion, io as to diſtinguiſh them by any viſible 
Change in their Lives and Converſation, from thoſe of our Commu- 
ion, who live according to the Dottrire and Diſcipline of our Church, 
or from what they themſelves have ever before been in their life- 
{1me, 

And alſo what viſible Effefts the late Indulgence granted to Diſſen- 
ters hath wrought for the better, in procuring more meek, humble, 
and peaceable Spirits, or abating Pride, Murmuring, or Diſcoxtent ;, 
railing againſt, and cenſuring of others, (even among their own 
Party,) inorder to heal our Breaches, and compoſe our Differences, 

Nay we may Modeſtly Enquire, whether the ſcope and tendency 
of all endeavours inthe Leading ' Party among them, hath not been 
more, after Dominion and Rule here below,than to advance the King- 
dom of Chriſt in the Heartsof Men ? And in order to that, whether 
they have not, with the greateſt Subtilty and Partiality improved 
their Fafories and Agency by Humane Policy, to direCt, order, 
or influence the choice of Magiſtrates and Officers in every Colo- 
Ny among vs,from whence the greateſt Heats and Diſturbances have 
ariſen, let the viſible Effedts ſpeak for themſelves ? 


And 
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- And when, we have ſo doge, we may (from the Hiſtory of the 
laſt Age) reflet upon that beppy Union, which continued among 
Proteitants, in this Kiogdom, in the open practice of Piety, Sobrie- 
ty and Righteouſucſs ,from the firſt time of the Keformarion; but 
eſpecially during the forty four years of Quecn Etzabeth's Reign, 
when all (as one ſoul) joyfully and conſtantly aſſembled together 
at the ſet times appointed by the Church, to celebrate Divine Ser- 
vice, and hear the Scriptures daily read, as the only Means to keep 
up a venerable Awe and Senſe of the Holy Majeſty of God in the 
World, and in the mind of every individual perſon, and to main- 
tain and increaſe Chriſtian Charity and Brotherly Kindneſs, ( the a- 
lone fedium of Union ina Kingdom, ) as bring all fully pertuaded 
in their own Mind, it was a Service moſt acceptable to God, with- 
out any other Diſcipline, or way of Worſhip than what had been 
ſo ſetled among us by thoſe Pious and Learned Martyrs ( the Foun- 
ders of it, ) whocarried their own Faggots, ( not loving their Lives 
unto Death, ) to bear their Teſtimony for ir. 

By which means that happy Queen ſo long reigned in Peace, ( by 
Lorve,) in the hearts of all her Subje(ts, and a 7error to all her E- 
nemies, whereby our National Church became the Envy of Rome, 
and the only Sanctuary for all Diſtreſſed Proteſtants abroad. 


All this plainly demonſtrates, that pure and undefiled Religion, foxn- 
aed in Piety, Sobriety and Righteoulneſs, may be cafily known of all, 
a it conſiſts in Humility, Selt-denial, 4x4 {incere praCtice of what we 
know, ( all epitomiz'd in good living,) and not in profound Know- 
ledge » needleſs Diſputes, long Prayers, or fruitleſs Dil- 
courſes. 


If theſethings were laid to heart, ſo as to be well weigh'd and 
conſidered by all ſincere and well meaning Chriftians, who now ſepa” 
rate from our publick Communion,into private Congregations, that 
from thence they might be awakened, to examine, and (with me ) 
ſeriouſly enquire into the Truth of things, they would ſoon find 
how miſerably they have been impoſed upon, and drawn into pre- 
judice, andan ii} apprehenſion of the pwreſ# and beſt eſtabliſhed Reli- 
£10n on the Earth, by fach deſigning Leaders as can be contented to 
facrifice the Peace and Safety of the whole Kingdom, to promote 
the intereſt of a Party, in order to gratifie their own Ambition and 
Worldly Deſign, though under a Diſguiſe of Liberty of Conſcience ; 


when in truth, by Separation from us, they do bur exchange one — 


Sbell of Religion tor another ; for ſo 1 reckon, (and ſoour Church 

dgth eſteem ) the moſt refined Diſciplige , or outward way of 

Worlhip to bez and lays no more ſtreſs in it. than __ a 
b Or 
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Order requires : Therefore it is no: wonder that the moſt ignorant 
and ihort-ſighted, ' and ſuch as look no farther into Religion, than 
the outward appearance ; but are never capable of diſcerning the 77. 
tal Subſtance, ſhould from the Scandal of ſome wicked Members , 
( from which the Goſpel ir felf was not wholly exempt, ) be ſo apt 
to deſpiſe our eſtabitihed-Diſcipline,and yet at the ſame time idolize 
another Formor Way of Worihip; as if God were more pleaſed 
with one Shadow tt an another 

Whereas we eſteem 'our outward Diſcipline no otherwiſe , 
than as outward Means, compoſed and adapted by the moſt 
Pious and Learned Men, from the Sacred Fountain of the 
Scriptures , ſuited to every Capacity through a whole King- 

. dom, the leaſt knowing as well as the moſt learned ; that al] 
may join therein together. In which the pious and well-diſpoſed 
Chriſtian may worſhip God in the Beanuty of Holineſs , and the 
Youth and [pnorant,. 23s with a leading ſtep, may be train'd. up, from 
the firſt Principles of Religion to the greateſt perfeQion 5 and 
whereby alſo the profure and looſe, are by a venerable Authori:y 
influenced and reclaimed, art leaſt kept within ſome Bounds from 
ſeoffing at Religion, which is daily occaſioned by the Separation of 
ſuch who are itill ſubjet ( with their Neighbours tothe ſame in- 
firmities, attending humine frailty, as well as to Pride, Ambition, 
Self Love, ( inthe inordinate Love of the World, ) railing at, and 
cenſuring of others; and yet puft up with a falſe conceit of their 
Way, do herd and diſtinguiſh themſelves under their feveral Le. 
ders, into ſo many and various Ways, Opinions, and Per ſuaſions ; (1 
wilh it were not ſo near a Reſemblance of the ſeveral Orders in the 
Church of Rome,) and all under conduCt of their pecaliar Guides. 

From whence it comes to paſs, that vain and looſe Perſons, be 
pinning firſt with light thoughts of. Religion, and by degrees de- 
clining the publick Prayers of the Church, and private Family- 
Duties, and from thence giving ſcope to boundlels Luſts, ac laſt 
caſt off al! Religion, and become downright Debauchees, and 
Prattical Arheiſts. 

This may fartisfie any but ſach asare in love with a falſe Perſua- 
ſion, and beforehand reſolved to know no better, that the Offence 
is taken, ard nct juſtly given, by thoſe that thus ſeparate from our 
National Communion ; eſpecially when they may be all ſo clearly 

* There will Convinced, that the * original Cauſe of -Separation from our Com- 

be ſpzedily munion, did not ariſe from any thing either in our Doctrine, or 

Ons the Diſcipline of our Church; but from what was afted by Tem- 

this, for a ful; P2721 Rulers, ( asthey were ſteer'd by Jeſuits and Popiſh Intereſts , ) 

GrisfaGtion in 12 Eccleſiaſtical Courts , procuring a loleration of Sports on the 

this Matter. Lord's Day; and Indulgence to be granted in other Matters, which 

our 
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our holy and pure Religion- expreſly condemns and abhorsz which 
could not but be very offenſive to many honeſt: and well-meaning 
Perſons ; [eſpecially when ſo induſtriouſly improved by ſubtil Fe/s- 
ites, and whiſpering Seftaries, (the tecret Enemies of cur Church,) 
who inlinuated into the Minds of the ezfic and credulous, that our 
Religion did countenance ſuch Evils z and thereby drew them into 
Separate Congregations, whereby they had opportunity to introduce 
ſo many ſtrange Dottrines, and Variety of Perſuaſions, the Seed and 
Cauſe of all our Heats, Diviſions, and 4ximoſuies, on the one hand, 
and of Prattical Arheiſm, Debanchery, and Immorality, on the other : 
Roth which, (as groſs Hypoerifie, and bare fac'd Impiety, ) do e- 
qually expole us to the Divine Vengeance, and lay us open to our 
Foreign Enemies: For it is moſt plain, the Enthuſiaſtick,, 2s well 
as the Debauchee, when thwarted 1n their Deſigns, have an equal 
Tendency to Kebellion and Treaſon. 

I ſay , were {lincere, (though miſs-perſuaded,) well-meaning 
perſous, but orce fully ſenſible of theſe great Truths, and of the 
unavoidable r.eceſſity of their returning into our Communion, as the 
only Means left to unite and fave us, by reſtoring Trae Prery and 
Chriſtian Charity, in Sobriety and Righteouſneſs among us, it is impol- 
ſible they ſhould fleepquietly one Night before they return'd into 
this Boſom of Safety. For ( God knows ) I fear there is no other 
Curelett for our univerſal Diſlemper ;, 2nd it is high time to begin 
ſo happy a Work. 

Wherein their Leaders, if they have ( as they all pretend to 
have) the Spirit of Primuive Chriſtianity, may, ( as faithful in 
God's Vineyard ) outſtrip all our idle Labourers in painful and pow- 
ertul Preaching, and eſpecially by their exemplary and holy living, 
{o influence their Doctrine. on the Mird, asto reclaim-many pro- 
tane perſons, who now take occalion from their Separation, into 
ſo many Forms and Shadows of Religion, to inveigh and rail a- 
peinlt them all, | | 

And tlie Lay-A embers, if they return into our Communion, and 
I:'re up to whet our holy Religion, ( which is defeQtive in nothing 
but,;ced 14g, (doth moſt plainly and powerfully teach, may bold- 
ly reprove,(by cur Church Amubort-y, ) 210 pur ro ftlerce many open 
Traiilyretlors, andevil Doers,' who now take occaſion from fo many 
Faſiions of Religion mon; us, to-deride and ſcoff at all Religion 
| io gereral; and alſo (to their great comfort ) may thereby ſkame 

a icancGalous Clergy-man into 2 Reformation of his Life, by ſay- 
| ing ( with the Spirit of Mecknels j in the Language of the Holy 
Prophet, ] bave more awder ft ar:ding than all my Teachers ; for thy Te- 
| Sp imanzes are my Meditation Pal 1 v9. 
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And this (I bear witneſs). s' countenanced by all our Reverend 
and Pious Fathers atd Paſtors, who would have' aff ro come ro rhe” 
knowledge and praftice of the Truth ;, and who (it is moſt manifeſt )» 
are willing and ready to comply with any thing that tay tend ro 
heal our Breaches, and to purchaſe Union with their Biſſenting Bre- 
thren, if deſired in ſuch 4 way, and to be done in ſuch # manner as may 
preſerve Peace and Unity in the Church, : 

Which we canmnever reaſonably hope ſhould be done without ſome 
orderly Application of ſuch\as muſt own themſelves mferioar to thoſe 
whom the Government ( under which'they hve ) have made their 
Superiours z which nothing can hinder or obſtruct but Pride, Obſt;- 
wacy, or Worldly Deſign; all which are direQly contrary to the 
meek, , yielding , and Self-denying Temper of Primitive Chriſtia- 
nity. 


And here I may with an humble Confidence enforce this 
Argument from the greate/# Example, and the moſt ex- 
cellenr Pattern ; even that of His Sacred Majeſty, now in 
the Throne, the Head of our Governmevt, and Chief of 
our Communion ; Whoſe incomparable Perfetions (whe- 
ther we conſider. Him as a Mar, or as 2 Chriſtian, ) are 
ſufficiently known to the whole World, 

ww HO to give us the cleareſt Evidence of his Zeal and Since- 

rity, hath expoſed himſelf ro the greateſt Dangers, for 

Defence of the Reformed Religion: And though his Education was 

in a different Perſuaſion, (the Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in his Native Coun- 

rrey, | yet, to demonſtrate ,both his: Piety and Prudence, when he 
had ſearched into, and was fully ſatisfied , that the Vial Part of that 

Religion wherein he was bred, and the Doctrine here taught inour 

National Church, was one and the ſame, he was neither renacionus in 

his own Opinies, nor bigotted to the outward Form or Perſuaſion ;, 

( which is but the Cruff and Shell. ) 

But ( as beſt became the Head of his People, ) he, together 
with his Royal. Conſort, ( as one-Soul, ) do--openly profeſs our Eſta- 
bliſhed Religion : The greateſt Bleſſing Heavenconld beſtow, if we 
know our own Happineſs. And © that ali his Majeſties Subjects 
would reſent it accordingly. | 

And further, I may urge another eminent Inſtance in his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Denmark, whoſe Edacation was moſt ſtrict 
in the Lutheran Church, (the Eſtabliſhed Religion'of that Kingdom,) 
wherethe Diſcipline is as different from of the Celvinifts in\ 
Holland, as ours is from both; and yet from the fame Chriftian Prin. 
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ciple, founded in the Vital Subſtance of Truth and Goodneſs, and not 
wedded to the Shell and Shadow, finding the pure DoQrine ſtill the 
ſame, he joyns himſelf with, his Sacred Majeſty in the ſame Com- 
munion. 

Who both, during their late Expedition abroad, in the defence 
of their Religion and Conntrey, have conſtantly, in a devout 
manner, offered up their Morning and Evening Sacrifice at the 
Publick Prayers , according to the Diſciptine eſtabliſhed in our 
Church. 

From whence we may appeal to allimpartial Chriſtians herein; 
whether ſuch as are Natives of our own Countrey, and Fellow- 
Sevjetts with us in one Kingdom, and do all pretend to hold Unity 
in Doctrine with the Reformed Churches abroad, and with us too, 
in our National Church, and can ſo readily conform to the Faſhions, 
Garb, and Attire of the preſent Age, and are aptenough to inſiſt on 
the lealt minute Particle of Precedency ( with the reſt of Mankind, Y 
in Honor, according toOrder and Decency in Temporal Government ; 
yet are {o renacioxs in their Opinion, and wedded to their own out- 
ward Form, or Shadow of Divine Worſhip, as by a continued Sepa- 
ration to ſacrifice our Religion, and the Peace and Safery of our Go- 
vernment, our Laws, our Liberties, and our Lives, as a prey to our 
Foreign” Enemies, rather than with thoſe moſt Illuſtrious Perſons, 
and many other eminent modern Inſtances, ( who were all as ſtritly 
bred in different Perſuaſions under Foreign Governments, ) to em- 
brace that holy and pure Religion, ſo here eſtabliſhed and ſetled among 
us, from the firſt Reformation, by thoſe Pions and Learned Martyrs, 
the Founders of it : I ſay, whether this Sriffneſs and Obſtinacy doth 
not ariſe from Ignorance and Prejudice in the honeſt and well-mea- 
ning, who are ſeduced and ipod upon, and from Self-Love, Ambi- 
tion, and worldly Defign in the Leaders and Seducers, rather than from 
any pure Principle of Primitive Chriſtianity , 1 leave all perſons 
concern'd herein, to be themſelves Judges of the Matter. 

But afterall, I would be ſo underſtood, That 1 do not deſign 
inthe leaſt by any thing I have here ſaid, Abridgment or Reſtraint 
of that honeſt, innocent, and peaceable Liberty of Conſcience (of which 
1 have already diſcours'd ) which we muſt allow to be the Chriſti 
an's Birtbright. 


And 


And row from all, we may (with humble Submitiicn) 
draw this moſt certain' Concluftor, | | 


"Hat the true Chriſtian Religion, according to the DoCtrine and 
T Practice of our bleſled Redeemer, the: Founder himſelf, muſt 
be laid in ſincere Humility and Self- dental ; both-centring in the pure 
Love of God (from which Man fell) which we call Cha-ity: This 
cannot be hid, but.naturally (like the Sun) darts forth its influence 
in Love toour Fellow-Creatures, cauſing us to love as God loves, for 
Goodneſs-ſake ; and from thence, to love our Neighbour as our ſelf, 
which is directly oppoſite to Concupiſence or Self-love, the Fountair, 
of all Evil, | 

Ard ſuch a Religion as this, (and no other,) will make good Prin- 
ces, and good People, good Miniſters, and good Magiſtrates. 

T his is ſuch a Religion zlone, as will inſpire our Councils with 
true Wiſdom, and our Armies with trace Courage, and good Condutt ; and 
unite us all, as Chriſtian Brethren, Members of one myſtical Body, and 
of one National Communion, as beſt becomes Subjects of one King- 
dom ;, To as to be at one within ſelves, by preventing all home bred 
Diviſions, which will moſt certainly ſecure us againſt all foreign Force: 
when with Comfort we ,may truly ſay, God being with us , who can 
te againſt us. 

And now | appezl to all impartial Chriſtians of what Perſnaſion 
ſoever, that have ſo examined and tried, as to be competent, and 
capable Judges of Truth herein, Whether any cſtabliſned Religion on 
the face of the whole Earth comes fo near this Standard, 2s: that of 
our National Church. | 

O bleſſed, and happy 44 Years Reign of that Aziden Queen, in 
Picty, S,briety, and richte-ms dealing one towards another, in Har- 
mony of Hears and D:: inc or ſhip, without the leaſt Blending, or 
Mixture of any other way of Worſhip, Diſcipline , or Teacher, but 
what was ſo ordained, ſeitled, 2nd eftabliibed from the Standerd of 
the holy Scriptures, 11 this our {Vational« birch, by thoſe pious Foun- 
acrs and holy Adartyrs, our triumphant Witneſſes now with God. ; * 

And laſt of all, to the end theſe my weak, Endeavours may prove 
ſucceſsful, I fhall cloſe the Layman's Religion with ons Prayer con- 
tained inour Liturgy, and a few brief Paragraphs out of the Litary 
of our eſtabliſhed Diſcipline, as a farther part of that Standard, ſo 
ſuited to all Capacities, that all may-ſee our Chariry extended to 
the whole Race of Mankind, withour partial regard, either to pecu- 
liar Encloſures, or Excluſion of any, And ſol do moſt humbly beg all 
that love and fear God, (as they caſt their Eye with an impartial 

| Mind 
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Mind oh theſe Lines) to join with me in humble Prayer to Almighty 
God herein : | 


O God, the Creator and Preſerver of all Mankind : We bumbly b:ſcech; 

thee for all ſorts and conditions of Men, That thou 12::1ift ve 
pleaſed ty makg thy Ways known unto them, thy ſaving Health unto all 
Nation : More eſpecially we pray for the good Eſtate of te Catholick 
Church, That it may b: ſo guided, and governed by thy good Spirit, that 
all who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, may be led into the way of 
Truth, and hold the Faith, in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and 
Righteouſneſs of Life: Finally, we commend to thy Fatherly Goodneſs all 
thoſe who are any ways aſjiited or diſtreſſed,in Mir d, Bedy,or Eſtate ;, That 
it may pleaſe thee to comfort and relieve them according to their ſeveral We- 
ceſjities, etving them Patience under their Suſſerings, and a happy Iſſue 
out of all their Afliftioms. And this we beg for Feſus Chriſt his 
ſake, Amen. 


Againſt Worldly Deſizn and Debauchery, the Sin of the Pre- 
feſſor and the Profane, as the two Extremes, that poiſon 
and choke all Religion and Morality. 


Rom all Blindneſs of Heart; from Pride, vain Glory, and "Hypo- 
criſie ;, from Envy, Hatred, AMdalice, and all Uncharitableneſs. 
From Fornication, and all other deadly Sin ; from all the Deceipts 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Dewi. 
From all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy, and Rebellion; from all falſe 
Doftrine, Hereſie, and Schiſm ;, from hardneſs of Heart, and Contempo 


of thy Word and Commandment, 
Geod Lord deliver us. 


For Univerſal Peace and Charity ; and for Grace, and Gui- 
dance of God's Spirit, that we may ſerve him acceptably, 
with Reverenceand godly Fear. 


© he at it may pleaſe thee to give to all Nations Unity, Peacez and 
Concord. | 

. That it may pleaſe thee to give thy People Encreaſe of Grace, to 
bear meekly thy Word, and to receive it. with pure Aﬀetion, and to 
bring forth ce Fruits of the Spiriz.. 


That 


That it may pleale thee, to bring into.che Way of Tragb all fach 
as have erred, and are deeezved, Bags 

That it may pleaſe thee to forgive our Enemies, Perſecutors, and 
Slanderers, and to turn their Hearts. 

That it way pleaſe thee to give . us true Repentance, to forgive us 
all our Sms, Neghgences, and Ignorances,, and to endue us with the 
Grace of thy holy Spirits, to amend our Lives according to thy hely 
Word. 

We beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


To conclude : 


The ill Management of our Tongue, or the bad 
 Husbandry of our Time, will render the beſt 
Religion vain. 


A Word briefly of each ; and Firſt, of the Tongue. 


Muſt add one Ingredient more, as a principal Part of the Lay-man's 

Religion z without which all External Profeſſion of Religion , js 
but a Shadow: For which I have a very good Authority , If any man 
among you ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, 
he deceiveth his own heart, and that man's Religion is vain, Fam. 
I. 26, 

The Tongue is Man's peculiar Glory,and was originally deſigned to 
enable him to praiſe God, and benefit Mankind ;, as we find it exemplified 
inthe Man after God's own heart , Awake up my Glory, I will give 
Thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the People, I will ſing unto 
thee among the Nations ; ſo will I teach Tranſgreſſors thy ways, 
and Sinners ſhall be converted to thee. This 25 the juſt Inference of 
the Son of Syrach in Eccluſ. The Lord hath given me a Tongue, and 
E will praiſe him therewith. 

And as God deſign'd in Creation, every thing ſhould anſwer the End of 
its Being : So we have here an infallible Teſt totry all our Words and 
Diſcourſes 3 and we may be aſſured, whatever part will not anſwer one 
of theſe two primitive Ends of Speech, either to glorifie God, or benefit 
Mankind, will not bold weight in the Balance of the Sanftuary. 

Therefore let us to Day (even from this moment) hear his Voice, and 
no _ —_ our Hearts herein. God hath = in every May an in. 
ward Check, as 8 £3 his Tongue ;, t r00 many wiſe and ſober 
Men frequently ivonthd combs by che — nan” Ar er 
(4s Opportunity offers) to barter Vice and Folly herein, Flow often have 


the 


they fore'd themſelves againſt this imvard Caution ;, either to fabricate, or 
ro relate filrby and frothy, if not obſcene, or profane Stories, Teſts or 
ibs, ro obtain the Honour of a Fool in the Play, by diverting and 
leaſing rhe ſinful and eaſie Inclination of others, in that which is not only 
barren and unprofitable, but oftentimes ſinful and offenſive to tender and 
chaſt Organs, and ends, at laſt, in ſome overt ſinful AF. How excel. 
lent Advice have we from the Apoſtle , to ſhum this great Evull , 
Eph. 4 29. Let no corrupt Communication proceed out of your 
Mouth, but that which is good, to the uſe of edifying, that it may 
adminiſter Grace to the Hearers : And grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God, whereby we are ſealed to the Day of Redemption. 

The prudent Management of the Tongue, hath in all Ages been ac- 
counted the moſt excellent Part of humane Perfettion : And herein 
St. James ſecms to allow Perfeftion in this Life, If any man offend n6r 
in word,the ſame is a perfeCt man, and able alſo to bridle the whole 
Body. | | 
Bu how degenerate is the Age we live in ?. How fur ſhort do we come 
herein of many of the pious Heathen of old, who made the Fruit of this 
Noble Member of the Tongue the chief part of their Hoſpitality for enter. 
rainment of their beſt Friends, in the Communication of the Divine 
Life , as more ſuitable Food, and purer Nowriſhment for their im- 
mortal Souls , than to eat and drink, together like Hogs in the ſame 
Trough, or Horſes in the ſame Manger. 

1 may adventure to ſpeak, it, ( though it be a hard Saying,) if we 
ſhould meaſure God's Friends ( by this Standard) in mens Words and 
Diſcour ſes in Converſation, the Devil will have Twenty for One that 
appears on God's part ;, which plainly demonſtrates that many are called, 
but few are Chriſtians. SOR | _ 

I pray God all that read this Paper; may-ferioufly confederthis preat 
Ped Ar tremble to think of the eadful can; thr of this 
great Talent of the Tongue; to which we awe. ſ@ ninth, both of our ſpiri- 
tual and our ſecular Advantages ;, that' for the future they may ſet 4 
ferit Watch before the door of their Lips, ſo as to endeavour all they 
ſay may anſwer one of theſe two Primitive Ends of Speech either to glo- 
rihe God, or benefit Men. 

Well might St. James ſay, Life and Death »re in the Power of 
the Tongue, when the Mouth of Truth zt {elf had before pronoxuced 1be 
Sentence: By thy Words. thou ſhatt be Jultifed, -and by thy Words 
thou ſhalt be-condemned. Ns aa pony 

The Tongue 1s the Helm, by which the Soul of Man fitters the whole 
Courſe of his Converſation among Men: It is ſo voluble a Member, that 
needs not ſo much as the fleayire' of a joint, und ofterr moves without 
giving nsany Warning 5 ini as: Childiren cafily ſer thoſe "1 dfiny Pyle 
%s Mation', which ftronger'! Mey cance ſuddenly Fop;, Jo when ” 
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#find (which is the Filly of. our T ewe) meanders ahroathamd ledves 
"thlcunraly\Enghue at liberty, Our rn ene Fawes. (which \re the 


. Childiſls Parts of our, ammdi Nature) are. too \apt.\tq: ſet 07 Tongues 
""nto-ſuch poreh Bop of \Fo ly and Babling, .'\as,0u Reefon Cannot 


eaſily reſtrain it. Therefore David, taprevent.thisagreat. Ewil:, faid , 
Pſal. 39. 1 will take heed to my ways, that, Leffend nor "with 
my 'Tongue., I will keep my Mouth as with 4 'Bridle,. while 
'the Wicked is before me... Ad that . be , puight do! it effeftnally , 
he fixed bs ar at wy red in Contem wy bus gon. frail Mottabity ; 
My Heart was hot within ave, whillt | way muſing (thu) ipnixrdly in- 

tem”) the Fire (vehement qllefnr r 4h careers me; then 
ſpake I with my Tongue, Lord make me to know mine end, 'and 
the meaſure of my days, what it is, that I may know how frail 
] am. 

How gen the Tongue be 'mor ſe: employed, or the Speaker 1 endred muve 
o4i0us, than in railing at, and cenſuring others, when at the ſame time he 
bimſelf mey be guilay of thier, or: worfe Crimes, which might have been bu- 
2.484 withlnm gu» Shlence had foe nor thus provoket others to blazdn them 
,ovhe World, 

Qui aſterum. But all proceeds from Self-love, in being partial to our ſelves, and cen- 
- incuſat pro- furing #dhers, before te look home and judge our felvts. | 
_ For though Men may imagine their W erds vaniſh with their Breath whith 
tet.  atters them, they may be afſured they, are all recorded with God, and ſhall 
he prodiiced hereafter, as Witneſſes for, or againſt them. Therefore lte 
them carry. in their Memory this ſhort Caution to be in ail Companita 
their Monitor. 


Remetnber Gqd. hears,and writes down 
. + All chiogs tharMen-do fay'; | 
And every idle Word ſhall be 
Accounted for one Day. 


Of the right Improvement of \ Ziwe ; 'or, the great Evit 


of Procraſtination, or. deferring, our Duty. 


Many are gone to- their Place, with a too late Repertance, thongh 
| they daily renewed their, good Prrpofes, \Fothe. end therefore 

thoſe that remain , may. ne-longer. harden” theis: Hearts, 'but 
While it is calked $0; dy, may-Cbye. better obedience): beer bis" 


Foie, 


a 
-- 
. 


Folly of Procraſtination. ,'v# deferrivy or D! Pomtheprſerr(whic 
is Our certain ) toe future untertain Seafon « The putting off this Days 
Wark till to Morrow. - This, like -ſubtite Pofon,” kill infenfibly, 

not perceived, till tis incurable, | 


tural, or more deſtructive to him, than to defer the preſent 
opportunity of doing what _ he ſhould do, either qur of a 
lazy indulgence to ſloth, or with a dehgn'ot doing that which is leſs 
profitable , or perhaps really injurious . to himſelf or others; 
ſo ſtupid and inconfiderate, as if the heavieſt load were moſt eaſie 
to carry, when the Body is moſt. indiſpoſed,'. The ,Work of Life is 
appointed us at our entrance, ad. no+part of our'time our own , 
ſo that when we leave the leaſt Dirty yndbne- to. day, the,beſt we 
can hope for (if we live ) is-£o double, our diligence to merrow 
Hodie operanti, cras levixs opus. . Time. is fo precious, that the loſs 
of the leaſt moment can never be recovered: All that can be done 
towards it, is toſpend what is tocomebetter. This Life is wholly 
in order to another ; and Time is the ſole oppcbaniry God hath gi- 
ven us, for tranſatting'the great buſineſs of Eternity. © Our Work 
is great, and our Day of workjng ſhort ; much of which alſo is loſt 
and uſcieſs, through the 1gnerance and. [nadvertency of: Youth, 'and.- - 
the Diſeaſes and Infirmities of old Age. + Our portion of Time is 
not only ſhort, as to its duration, but alſo uncertain in the poſ- 
ſeſſion. Theloſs of it is irreparable to the loſer, and profitable ro 
no body elſe; it ſhall be ſeverely accounted for at the great day of 
Judgment. Then certainly if ſuch a thing as the Pailoſopher's Stone 
may be found, it conſiſts in giving Time and Seaſon, as well as other 
Creatures their due, and doing every day's Work within it's com- 
paſs, ( which the beſt find but ſhort. tro.da.it well,.)- and not-put- 
off any part of this Day's Duty till to Morrow ; which hathal- 
ready the proper Work of it ſelf, appointed by him whoſe Day ir 
is, We cannot know ( the leaſt moment before) what addi- 
tional Task our Lord may appoint to Morrow; which may be 
ſuch as may require our utmoſt capacity. Sufficient for the day is 
the evil thereof in all its circumſtances. The preſent Inſtant alone 
isours ; our Health and Strength may fail, as well as Opportuni- 
ty; but our corrupt Incdlinations are too apt to increaſe; ſo as to 
morrow we may be leſs diſpoſed to our Duty, and too apt again 
to pug oftxill r morrow : Nay, we may never have a day 
more to work ; or be rendred uncapable of working more. Q«5 
non eſt hodie, cras minu aptua erit. 
E 2 | I can- 


() all the follies incident to Man, there is nothing. more na- 


; 1 cannot-have a better. Tator than, the Roman Perſews, inſtrutted 
by. Natures Light, on vr ogg ped though it is a ſhame ſo many 
who precend to be Leaders of the” Blind in. Goſpel. Light ſhould 
come ſo far ſhort of what he taught in the praQiice. of his known 


Duty. 


Cras hoc fiet ;, idem eras fiet + quid? quaſi magnum 
Nempe diem dias ? &c. FrTomY 


To Morrow we'll do this : Alas, you'll do. 
The ſame to Morrow, Why ah we of you 

So much ? To wit, One only Day; but when 

The Third Day comes, we have conſumed then 

To Morrow, Teſterday ; and thus to borrow 

Of time, though yet te.come, ftxll on t9 Morrore; 

Wil ſecretly =o our. our tame at laſt, 

When ev'ry Day, 4 new Day will be paſt, 

Never to be recalld; for thou, © Wyeel | 

Which doſt. about the ſecond Axle reel 

Hind-moſt may'ſt ſtrive in vain for to o'retake 
The fore-moſt turning forward, which doth make 
Like haſte, with equal ſpeed, although thou be 

Hard by it plac'd, r the ſelf-ſame Tree, / 


12* Die Martii, Anno Libertatis, Gratia ſpeciali mihi abundance, 
reſtitutx, 10, 


POST-SCRIPT. 


"T might have been expeCted from ſuch a Title as. The Laymar's 
I Religion, that | ſhould have begun with ſome Preface,. by way 

; of Apology, for preſuming to treat of any thing ſacred :. There-- 
fore, as 1 have already propounded my end, and ſhall leave what 1 
have written, to ſhew Cauſe why ; ſoit becomes me here in thecloſe, 
to tell the World more plaiply whac hath induced me hereunto, and 
my Peſign therein. 

inthe firſt place, 1do moſt humbly acknowledge my own Incapa- 
city, to trace many things in this ſmall Treatiſe co their Original : 
And that whatſoever have thus compoſed and publiſhed, relating 
to the DoCtrine and Principles of Religion, or Man's Duty, .is no- 
more mine, than as Þ have collected, cigeſted, and regiſtred it-in- 
my.own Mind, from the Works and Labours of pious and learned 
Men, who prepared, and handed it. down to me and others, for the 
common Good'of Mankind. Wherein1 have forborn to quote the 
Authors Names z whoſe Words and Senſe | have ſo made uſe of, ro» 
the end, wholeſome Truth (which ſufficiently commends it ſelf ro a. 
Mind well qualified) may not be leſs welcome to an impartial Rea- 
der, though conveyed down by Men of different Perſualions , which. 
' hath been the Fate of many.excellent Treatifes, among _ ſucit as are 
too-apt to have Men's Perſons, rather than their real worth 4+ adm;- 
ration; not conſidering, that the moſt refined are but earthen YVeſ- 
els, when the Treaſure is (in all) ſtill the ſame. 

When beheld (to my great Grief) the generality. of Diſfenters, 
though ſcarce acquainted with the Fundamental Truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, and having no more knowledge of the DoCtrine and Diſciplice 
of our Church, than from the falſe and malicious Reports of our Ene- 
mies; yet puffed up with an high Conceipt of the Excellency of their 
own Way ; and wiltully tenacious every one in their own ſeveral; 
Perſuaſion, and ſo prepolleſſed with prejudice againſt this onr eſta- 
bliſhed Religion, that they were ſo far from reading, that they. ra- 
ther deſpiſed all that hath been written, in Tenderngſs and Love for 
their lnſtruCtion, by the-moſt reverend and learned” Clergy of our 
Church ; ſaying, It was only done to promote their own Trade and: 
Intereſt z I could no longer bear with fach Afﬀronts and Indignities, . 
to be openly caſt vpon Truth it ſelf, leſt | might by my ſilence be- 

coms ]. 


[ —— 


WES comeguilty of that, which 
2 lay ) to hinder, _ 


to the Searcher of all' Hearts, *ris 'done, to the beſt of my 
and for the Good of Men's Souls inall Perſuafions. 


Age, andRuine toPoſterity ; and (as the beſt means to.eff 


ſing (if well underſtood) moſt defirable in all Nations. 


; Waller.  Couldwe ferbear Diſputes, and praftiſe Love, 
i | We ſhould agree as Angels do above. ' 


Self-Love would ceaſe, or be dilated, when 
We ſhould behold as many Selfs as Men: 


All of one Family in Blood ally'd, | 
His precious Blood, that for our Ranſome dy'd. 


| F 
ba The End of the Foſt Par.. 
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Ret: And therefore, in obedience to the Diftate of my own Conſcience, 

be. baving-with an impartial Mind ſearched into the Truth of all, ſo as 

| to be rightly informed, and fully perſuaded in my own Mind ; (nej- 

SA ther i d upon, or influenced by any Party ; ) 1 judged my 

ſelf under the higheſt Obligation to God and Man, as a proper, 
Witneſs for Truth to publiſh to all the World, what God hath been 

graciouſly pleaſed thus to make known to me, Solemnly appe: LY 
T- 


proper 


ſtanding, Knowledge, and Belief, purely for Diſcovery 'of Truth, 


And as my-whole Deſign herein hath been; ſo it ſhall be my hear-, 
ty Prayers and Endeavours to ſtem the Tide of Debauchery and. . 
Immorality, which: threatens univerſal Deſolation ta. the, preſent , 


recs 


to promote Charity, and Brotherly Kindneſs among all that make- , 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 3 that they may ſo live and act, as to keep, _ 
their Conſcience void of Offence towards God and towards Man; 
the only XMedinm to render Religion amiable, thereby to promote, 
and reſtore that Harmony in Divine Worſhip, which, for ſo many ., 
Years, rendred our Nation the Goſhen'of the whole Earth; a Blet- ; 


1 


